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Members of the SA BDS Coalition: Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) Gauteng and Cape Town; Palestine Solidarity
Alliance (PSA); PSA Youth League; South African Jews for a Free Palestine (SAJFP); PSC Wits University; University of
Cape Town PSC; Stellenbosch Palestine Solidarity Forum; University of Pretoria PSC; University of Western Cape PSA;
South African Academic Network Against Apartheid Israel (SAANAAI); Nelson Mandela University Palestine
Solidarity Organisation; UKZN Palestine Solidarity Organisation; Potch For Palestine.

Coalition activists and Clover strikers protest at DTI offices Pretoria



How the Coalition started
The South African BDS Coalition is a network of

Palestine solidarity organisations and is the
South African affiliate to the Palestinian BDS

National Committee (BNC) that issued the call
for international boycott, divestment and

sanctions (BDS) against Israel in 2015. 



 The BNC represents the broadest coalition of
Palestinian civil society, including all political
parties, trade unions, human rights and grass

roots organisations.



After discussions with the Palestinian BNC towards creating a Palestine solidarity network representatives
of Palestine solidarity organisations (PSOs), came together convened by Nkosi Mandla Mandela, Ronnie
Kasrils and Mercia Andrews. We worked towards a workshop that was held in February 2020 bringing
together around 40 individuals and activists. Breakaway groups discussed how they envisaged the
Coalition - the structure, values and strategic focus - in order to create an active and inclusive  network to
intensify and coordinate solidarity for the Palestinian struggle across South Africa.  An Interim Committee
was appointed to organise a public launch event.
 

The Covid pandemic and  lockdowns put plans for Israeli Apartheid Week and a public launch event on
hold and forced the Coalition to  establish itself on-line.  The Interim Committee met regularly and
organised a number of webinars and solidarity schools on different themes with Palestinian
participants; created solidarity videos; issued statements  to highlight repression against Palestinians
and Palestinian resistance during Covid; held a strategic planning session;started a presence on social
media (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) and built up our media reach.   

In November 2021 to coincide with the UN International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People the Coalition held it's launch meeting and first Annual General
Meeting  on-line.  A Constitution was adopted and a Committee was elected to
take forward the strategic plan for the year ahead.

a examples of a few on-lineactivities during the Covid lockdown

In response to the BNC Global South campaign against the Israeli announcment of  renewed
annexation of Palestinian land, the Coalition issued a statement with over 200 signatories of
prominent South Africans in the fields of politics, culture, sport, human rights, trade unions,
academia, professionals military, judicial, faith based and government personalities including
former Presidents Mbeki and Motlanthe.  








PRINCIPLES



Acting Against



      All forms of sexual harassment and gender discrimination;
   All forms of racism including anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, xenophobia,

homophobia all forms of oppression and exploitation.



 Actively Supporting:
Intersectional struggles for human rights and justice;

Non-violent international solidarity.
(Principles derived from https://bdsmovement.net )






On the politics of Israel and Palestine
The SA BDS Coalition and its affiliates broadly understand the situation  in the terms
outlined below. In turn, this informs our strategy and approach to solidarity.
-  Israel is a settler colonial apartheid state;
-  The struggle for Palestinian liberation is not about religious differences and Zionism
does not equate with Judaism;
- We support BDS as a key strategy of international solidarity in support of the
Palestinian struggle;
-We support the ending of the occupation and colonization, the dismantling of the
apartheid wall, the Right of Return for all Palestinians, and equal rights for all.      



On engaging with organisations in South Africa

The SA BDS Coalition is based and embedded in the realities of South African life and its
affiliates thus engage with South African politics according to the following broad
principles:
- While we lobby and engage with political parties we remain independent of them.

- The Palestinian struggle is an intersectional and international one and we thus
also support those struggling for the advancement of human rights and
freedoms, democracy, social justice, equity, dignity, respect and against
inequalities in South Africa and beyond.




The coalition exists to bring various
solidarity organisations together,
under common campaigns, structures,
and principles. It therefore creates a
platform for the different PSOs to work
together and support one another. 

https://bdsmovement.net/
https://bdsmovement.net/news/statement-affiliation-bds-movement-and-use-bds-acronym


Israeli Apartheid Week
(IAW) 2021 & 2022



IAW 2021
Due to the Covid lockdown,

PSOs affiliated to the Coalition
organised an amazingly varied

on-line IAW programme
viewed by hundreds of people

around the world.
link to report

tinyurl.com/2r6td58f

Since its beginnings in 2004, IAW, a collective
international endeavour, has organized thousands
of events in hundreds of cities worldwide. Thanks
to IAW, Israel's apartheid policies of
institutionalized racism and systematic oppression
against the Palestinian people are increasingly
difficult to hide and whitewash.



IAW 2022 
Only Liberated Minds Can

Dismantle Apartheid 
“We are reminded that just as we

fought together to defeat
apartheid in South Africa, we need

to forcefully challenge Israeli
apartheid as it is deployed against

the Palestinian people today.” 
 Angela Davis

Over 40 in person and online events
took place during IAW 2022. From

discussions, balloon releases, poetry
evenings, hikes and fun runs,

community and school activities,
mural painting and pickets, Coalition
PSOs flew the Palestinian flag across

South Africa.

https://www.facebook.com/IsraeliApartheidWeek.IAW/videos/angela-davis-call-to-action-for-iaw-2021-unitedagainstracism/427084328520313/


Viva Unity Intifada!
In May 2021 the threat of forced removals from the Jerusalem neighbourhood of Sheikh
Jarrar catalyzed Palestinian protests in the West Bank, the Naqab, the open-air prison of

Gaza and within '48 territories defying Israel's apartheid bantustanisation, fragmentation
and segregation and inspiring the world.  The Coalition brought PSOs together in Nakba Day

protest and solidarity.  Actions included a picket at the Israeli trade office in Sandton; a
protest at  the Israeli Embassy in Pretoria; a motorcade and protest at the Zionist

Federation office in Johannesburg; a motorcade to the Gauteng Legislature and rally in
Johannesburg; a candlelight vigil at Wits University and a picket outside Parliament in Cape

Town.



Trade Union and Social
Movements in Solidarity
Linking Palestinian struggles with South African workers and community

organisations is vital to building popular Palestine solidarity.  The Coalition has
formed strong links with COSATU and SAFTU unions as well as community housing,

anti-eviction, anti-xenophobia campaigns and water activists where there are direct
links of solidarity with Palestinian workers and communities facing forced removals
and ethnic cleansing, racism and apartheid.  Here are some of the highlights of joint

activism over the last two years.

#Boycott Clover Strike
The Palestinian New Unions, in
a statement of support to the
striking Clover workers said:
 It pains us to see our fellow

workers in South Africa
suffering from the rapacious
and exploitative practices of
Milco SA, a subsidiary of the

Israeli Central Bottling
Company (CBC). 






Block The Boat
The Coalition mobilised in Durban to
block the Israeli shipping company
Zim Lines from docking in Durban

harbour bringing together
community activists in the Coalition

of the Poor including Abahlali
baseMjondolo, Informal Traders

Association, Durban South
Environmental  Alliance alongside 

 dockside trade unions SATAWU
(COSATU), NUMSA (SAFTU) and

RETUSA.  The protest was part of the
global Block The Boat campaign

Kopanang Africa Against Xenophobia 
(KAAX)

Solidarity with the
Palestinian struggle against

Israeli apartheid  is
inseparable from the  fight

against racism and
xenophobia in South Africa.  

The Coalition actively
supports KAAX, joining the
march against xenophobia

as part of our IAW
programme



Pan African Palestine
Solidarity Network 

(PAPSN)
The Coalition has played an active part in establishing the Pan-

African Palestine Solidarity Network, an African continental
network of civil society organisations and individual activists in
solidarity with and supporting the liberation of the Palestinian

people. 
The network was formed in June 2021 after discussions among

numerous Palestine solidarity organisations on the African
continent. It includes members from some 20 countries across

the continent, and continues to grow. 



PAPSN vision:
an African continent, with
both its governments and

its peoples, united in
solidarity with the

Palestinian people, working
together for the isolation of

apartheid Israel, and
against colonialism,

occupation, apartheid and
Zionism, and supporting the

Palestinian struggle in
whatever way might be
necessary, in order to

realise a liberated
Palestinian people. 




Anti-Apartheid Conference, Senegal

Our objectives 
The objectives of the Pan-African Palestine Solidarity Network are to: 

·      Identify and strengthen the capacities of African Palestinian solidarity groups to make
them effective platforms for advocacy and action against Israeli apartheid, settler-

colonialism and occupation. 
·      Develop PAPSN into an effective civil society African body to: 

* strengthen the ties between the Palestinian and African peoples;
* as a coalition and through its members, create awareness about the Palestinian
struggle, challenging the myths and misconceptions about Israeli apartheid that

permeate the continent;
* develop research and advocacy tools to expose and challenge the infiltration in Africa

by Apartheid Israel through military ties and so-called development cooperation;
* be part of the global BDS movement and build context-sensitive and effective BDS

campaigns on the continent;
* lobby African governments, the African Union, regional bodies and civil society

formations;
* to uphold the mandates of the African Charter of Human and Peoples' Rights and

provide concrete support to the Palestinian struggle. 



In March 2022 PAPSN convened an historic gathering of Palestine solidaritfy activists from all
corners of our vast continent – from Botswana, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of
Congo, The Gambia, GhanaGuinea-Bissau, Kenya, Malawi,Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique,
Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  After a
two-day PAPSN strategy meeting, PAPSN held a public press conference.  Nkosi Mandla Mandela
and Emma Nyerere joined speakers from Palestine and all regions of the African continent.

The delegates who gathered in Dakar declared that we stand united in revolutionary solidarity
with the Palestinian people. We are convinced that Africans will never enjoy the fruits of our
liberation until the Palestinian people are also free from Israel’s racism, apartheid and colonial
occupation. 

 



Media and Communications
Shifting consciousness and changing the narrative is a priority to counter Israeli
hasbara and amplify Palestinian voices.  The Coalition has developed good
relationships with  editors and journalists in print and broadcast media and become a
credible pro-Palestinian reference.  Coalition members have given numerous
interviews on TV and radio in South Africa and our continent.  

There is no place for an apartheid state in
the African Union!
From Africa to Palestine: don’t believe
apartheid Israel’s greenwashing lies!
Stand in solidarity with the women of
Palestine: we won’t be bullied by
apartheid Israel!
SA BDS Coalition condemns absurd
"terrorist" designation of six Palestinian
Human Rights Organisations
Palestine Solidarity Groups Welcome
South African Government Support for
the Cultural Boycott of Apartheid Israel!
The South African BDS Coalition says
South Africa will not build bridges with
apartheid – we will tear down apartheid
walls!
Palestine solidarity movement mourns
loss of Archbishop Tutu
SA BDS Coalition supports striking Clover
workers, calls to expel apartheid Israel
from South Africa
Amnesty International finds Israel guilty
of the crime of apartheid
Isolate apARTheid! Call for cultural
boycott against Israeli sponsored art
festival and creative conference in Cape
Town 23 – 27 February
No Tennis in Apartheid Israel!
SA BDS Coalition welcomes Minister
Pandor recognising Israeli crimes as
apartheid
Apartheid Israeli water tech is not the
solution to South Africa’s water crisis!

We have published opinion pieces and
issued the following 13 media statements

amongst others:



The Coalition set up social
media sites that continue to
grow in reach: 
Facebook: SA BDS Coalition
Twitter: @sabdscoalition
IG: @sa_bdscoalition

links to selection of interviews:
*Coalition Coordinator on ENCA - Miss SA boycott
Israel 11/05/21 https://youtu.be/FI5LQVar2L4
*Coalition Coordinator on SABC news - Clover strike
demonstration 27/01/22
https://youtu.be/mfKMMqfyNp8 
*Coalition Patron Ronnie Kasrils on Radio 702 - 
 Israeli apartheid 13/05/21
*Coalition Patron Na'eem Jeenah and Coordinator
on Nigerian News Central TV - on AU accreditation
of Israel 13/02/22

This tweet provoked an article in the right wing
Israeli newspaper Jerusalem Post!



BDS Global Campaigns
Arising from the Coalition strategic planning,
the Committee presented a proposal to a PSO

members meeting that we focus on companies
that play a clear and direct role in Israel’s

crimes and where we think we can have an
impact in South Africa. The following global

campaigns were adopted:

G4S
With its operation and partial
ownership of Israel’s National
Police Academy and the
training it provides to Israeli
police, G4S is deeply complicit
in Israel’s illegal and violent
repression of Palestinians. The
Coalition was successful in
lobbying NUMSA not to renew
their security contract with
G4S. #BoycottPUMA

Global sportswear manufacturer
Puma is involved in violations of
international law and human
rights. Puma is the main sponsor of
the Israeli Football Association
(IFA), which includes teams in
Israel’s illegal settlements on
occupied Palestinian land. In
addition, Puma’s current and past
exclusive licensees in Israel have
operations in illegal Israeli
settlements.

PUMA is a popular clothing brand across all
sections of South African society. Coalition
activists hold pickets at PUMA stores in
Johannesburg and Cape Town on the
#BoycottPUMA days of action and join social media
storms.  We have written to the Minister of
Defence asking them to drop their contract for
uniforms with PUMA and raised the issue of
sponsorship with youth soccer teams.  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/01/10/fifa-must-take-strong-stance-against-israeli-settlement-clubs
https://bdsmovement.net/news/puma-swaps-one-complicit-israeli-distributor-for-another-maintains-support-for-israels-violent


BDS Local Campaigns 
The Coalition takes up campaigns to  counter Israeli cooperation with South Africa under the

guise of sports, culture, development and technological assistance.  We promote BDS to isolate
apartheid and expose  attempts to hide Israeli apartheid - a crime against humanity.  Here are

some of our recent campaigns:

No Beauty in Apartheid!

Palestinians called for a boycott of Miss World hosted by
Israel in December 2021. The Coalition campaigned against
the pro-Israeli Miss South Africa private company and
encouraged Lalela Mswani, Miss South Africa, not to be
complicit in Israeli apartheid.  We held pickets and issued
statements, generating media interviews and public debate
about the nature of apartheid Israel and the importance of
BDS as a tactic of solidarity with the Palestinian struggle. Mandla Mandela"There is

nothing beautiful about
occupation, brutality and

institutionalized
discrimination against the

Palestinian people.”

No normal sport in an abnormal society!
Soon after government
withdrew support for

Miss South Africa for not
supporting the boycott
the South African Davis
Cup tennis team played
a match in Israel.  The

Coalition raised this to a
global campaign and
demanded that our

government implement
a consistent BDS policy. 

"South Africa Tennis cannot feign ignorance about the
growing evidence from Palestinian and Israeli human
rights organisations, various UN mechanisms, human
rights legal experts and eminent South Africans such

as the late Archbishop Tutu, that Israel is an apartheid
state," South Africa BDS said in a statement.



No to Israeli Apartheid Artwashing!

Coalition members in Cape Town successfully campaigned in Salt River and District Six 
 communities to refuse community art projects of BazArt, an art collective receiving money

from the Israeli Embassy, and succeeded in getting prominent South African cultural workers to
withdraw participation from a BazArt festival. 

The SA BDS Coalition applauds the
withdrawal of participants from

the Cape Town Baz-Art conference
and International Public Art
Festival (IPAF) from 23 to 27
February to protest Baz-Art

accepting sponsorship from the
Israeli Embassy.

Salt River Heritage Society Palestine solidarity murals 
painted on houses in the community

End Water Apartheid!
The End Water Apartheid campaign

strongly condemns the Jewish National
Fund (JNF) sponsored meetings last

Thursday and Friday and arrangements
between elected municipal officers,

officials and an Israeli delegation of so-
called ‘water experts.’  The DA Mayor of
Tshwane, Randall Williams, MMC Sun of
City of Joburg and their colleagues must

be denounced for complicity with an
apartheid state promoting the myth that

buying Israeli water technology will
‘solve’ our water crisis.  

The End Water Apartheid
campaign initiated by the
Coalition brings together

Palestinian and South African
grassroots water activists to

counter the myth that Israel is
the solution to our water crisis. End Water Apartheid statement -

https://tinyurl.com/3h9tvy5b



Lobbying & Advocacy

In 2021 reports from Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
International confirmed what Palestinians, UN mechanisms,
Israeli and international human rights organisations as well
as prominent South Africans such as Archbishop Tutu have

long been saying: Israel practices the crime against humanity
of apartheid as defined in the UN Apartheid Convention.  The

Coalition is lobbying for the South African government to
take a stand in the UN calling out Israeli apartheid and

advocating for the same measures of sanctions that the
international community imposed on apartheid South Africa.

Israel practices the crime of apartheid

Highlights:

*Coalition meeting with
Minister Pandor helped
expedite Presidential and
Cabinet approval to
recommend signature of
the UN Apartheid
Convention.
*Meetings with DIRCO to
work towards South Africa
raising a UN General
Assembly resolution calling
for the reinstatement of
the UN Special Committee
Against Apartheid.
*Brought together South
African senior officials with
likeminded counterparts in
the Global South towards
international support for a
South African resolution.
*Successful advocacy for
ANC policy to call out
Israeli apartheid.

Zane Dangor, DG Department of International Relations and Cooperation 
accepts Coalition memorandum and addresses the march on Nakba Day 2022



Anti Zionism is NOT Anti Semitism
The South African Jewish Report

(SAJR) made a baseless claim that a
cartoon published by the Coalition in

support of the Clover strikers was
anti- Semitic.  The Coalition takes
allegations like this very seriously
and took the matter to the Press

Council which ruled in our favour.  An
appeal lodged by the SAJR was

dismissed.

Failure by the SAJR to abide by
the ruling and apologise to the

Coalition led the Press Council to
take the unprecendented move

of expelling the SAJR.

Chief Justice Mogoeng 
apologises to the

Coalition
In another landmark

case, the Chief Justice
was forced to apologise

to the Coalition and
other complainants over

Christian Zionist
comments he made on a
webinar with the Chief

Rabbi hosted by the
right wing Israeli

Jerusalem Post
newspaper.

Selection of 
Coalition
media  on
Chief Justice
rulings:



SA BDS Coalition 
Forward to a Free Palestine! 

The Coalition held its second AGM in May 2022. We
sincerely thank all the PSOs and others that
contributed towards a Coalition Coordinator from
August 2021-July 2022.  Without your generosity
our solidarity work cannot continue.

As South Africans we know that the Israeli settler colonial system of repression, violence,
segregation and displacement constitutes the crime against humanity of apartheid.  Rev Frank

Chikane visited Palestine this year and described the situation as worse than apartheid.



The SA BDS Coalition  is inspired by the Palestinian people and their struggle for freedom and
justice.  The Palestinian spirit of 'sumud' (steadfastness) and resistance demands of us to continue
to organise, mobilise and isolate Israel until apartheid is dismantled.  We join with Palestinians in
solidarity as our struggle is one - against apartheid, colonialism, racism, xenophobia and all forms

of discrimination from South Africa to Palestine. 
A luta continua! 

This report has only touched
on the numerous solidarity

actions that the Coalition and
its members are involved in. 



There is so much more work

we need to do. Join a local
Palestine solidarity

organisation and get involved
with the SA BDS Coalition -

Sekunjalo!

Account Name: SA BDS Coalition
Bank: First National Bank
Account No: 62849620697

Branch code: 250655
Swift Code:  FIRNZAJJ


